West Coast      http://corvette-challenge.com Corvette Challenge December 2005
Dave Dowdell Wins the November 19th, West Coast Corvette Challenge… and Wins the 2005 Points Championship

After the final race of the season, the top three spots were earned by the same top three as for the 2004 season… just shuffled the order slightly.  2005 Championship went to Dave Dowdell (2004 Runner-up), with the 2005 runner-up spot going to Gary Combs (2004 Third place), and the 2005 third place spot going to Rochelle Dowdell (2004 Champion).  Congratulations to all of the 2005 WCCC top three finishers as well as all of the 2005 WCCC points racers and non-points participants.  

Saturday, November 19th was a clear, mild, and sunny racing day in the California high desert, with the temperatures in the 60s. Great weather for racing at our home track, Los Angeles County Raceway. We shared the track with the American Nostalgia Racing Association (ANRA), which runs pre-1979 front engine dragsters, fuel altereds, and hot rods. In addition, Pontiac Drag Days was there again. There were over 400 cars at the track, including our 14 Corvettes.

To cap a dominating season, Dave Dowdell prevailed over Jim Lane in an excellent final contest. Dave, in his blue C4, left first with a .058 RT and a 15.20 dial. Jim, in his dark gray C4, dialed in a 14.85 and took off in pursuit with a .028 RT. It was too close to call all the way, and it ended with a double breakout. Jim crossed the line first, but went 14.705. Dave broke out by .008 to take the win.

Dave had a perfect season with no first round losses, in addition to his remarkable six wins out of ten races in 2005. Dave earned the A & A Corvette Performance trophy for his capstone win of the season.

Jim Lane won the A & A Corvette Performance sponsored Runner-Up trophy over semi-finalist Henry Mynatt from Tracy, CA and his silver Z06. 

Our other semi-finalist, Al Carrington, along with Henry Mynatt, earned Simpson Racing Gift certificates for their efforts. Al raced his red-gold C4. Al took the Closest to Dial trophy, sponsored by Vapor Trail Corvettes in Santa Maria California, for his 14.409 ET on a 14.40 dial. Mike Villenueve ran a 13.077 on a 13.07 dial in the same race against Al, but lost to Al by .009 seconds for our closest race of the day.

Dave Dowdell earned the NAPA Auto Parts/Los Angeles County Raceway Best Reaction Time trophy with a .035 RT in the first round. The trophy is awarded to the racer with the best first round reaction time. 

More congratulations to first round winners Javier Navarro and Mark Yapelli. 

Bruce Santourian returned with his red Z06, and beat a highly modified Pontiac hot rod straight up during time trials with an ET in the 10s. Kushan Peykarian, returned with his own Z06, a beautiful black one with twin turbos. Kushan ran a 10.933 at 129.36.

Thanks to all our other 2005 sponsors NAPA Auto Parts/Los Angeles County Raceway, Vapor Trails Vettes, Cormier Chevrolet, Complete Custom Wheels, Borla Performance Industries, Perez Web Design, Optima Batteries, Vette Magazine, Simpson Racing, and especially Andy and Melissa Green of A&A Corvette Performance.
 
Event #10 Results Summary: 
Winner: Dave Dowdell
Runner-Up: Jim Lane
Semi-Finalists: Al Carrington and Henry Mynatt
Best R/T: Dave Dowdell
Closest-to-Dial-In: Al Carrington
Low ET in eliminations: Bruce Santourian with a 10.861.

Thanks again to the LACR crew for another well organized race day at our home track, LACR!
 
The photos from the November 19th event at LACR may be found at the link below:

http://www.corvette-challenge.com/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=39
Photo credits go to Chris Combs.  Thanks Chris.

Additional photos were taken during the November 19 WCCC event by Gary Brown Photos.  Photos of car numbers 116, 118, 121, 122, CC5, CC7, CC20, CC22, CC35, CC40, CC42, CC77, & CC99 are available for purchase.  If you are interested in previewing photos available of your car for purchase, please email me and I will forward you the appropriate information to contact Gary Brown Photos.  This is not Gary, our WCCC founder.

The 2006 WCCC Season starts on Saturday, January 21st at LACR.  Gate opens at 7:30AM, but check for any late changes at LACR info. line at (661)533-2224, or the LACR web site weekly schedule after Monday 1/16,2006.  Hope to see you there!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Due to lack of enough timely responses, there will be no End-of-Season Banquet for the 2005 season…usually held during the 2nd week of January.  End-of-Season ‘Sweet 16’ trophies will be handed out at the first race of the 2006 season at LACR on Saturday, January 21st, 2006.

· The First race of the 2006 WCCC season is on Saturday, January 21st  at LACR.  Gate scheduled to open at 7:30AM, but please check the LACR weekly schedule after Monday 1/16/06 at the track web site LACR and/or call phone number (661)-533-2224 for gate open times prior to the event.  According to the LACR website 2006 annual schedule, we will be sharing the track with SCEDA (Southern California Econo-Dragster Association), Pontiac, and test and tuners...so plan on being there early in order to be ready for our first time trial call.
· The 2006 WCCC season schedule is nearly final.  The preliminary version is noted at the end of this newsletter.  We’re planning for 13 total events, with each racer using his/her 10 best points events counting towards their season points totals.  With the extra events, if any are cancelled due to rain, they will most likely not be rescheduled.   

· Feel free to send any suggestions you may have to help make the 2006 season our best season yet…specifically looking for ideas to increase attendance.  Send suggestions to:  davedowdell@corvette-challenge.com

Sponsor Spotlight

Thanks go out to the following sponsors for their continued support of WCCC racing Trophies and Awards:  

· Winner’s Trophy – A & A Corvette Performance

· Runner-up Trophy – A & A Corvette Performance

· Semi-Finalist Award – Simpson Racing gift certificate or VETTE Magazine subscription

· Best RT Trophy –NAPA Auto Parts
· Closest to Dial-in Trophy – Vapor Trail Vettes 
Thanks to all our sponsors including NAPA Auto Parts/Los Angeles County Raceway, Vapor Trails Vettes, Cormier Chevrolet, Complete Custom Wheels, Borla Performance Industries, Perez Web Design, Optima Batteries, Vette Magazine, Simpson Racing, and A&A Corvette Performance.
Please remember to support our sponsors, and don’t forget to mention the WCCC and thank them for their support.  We can’t do this without their support.
WCCC 2005 Sponsors
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· Please let Dave Dowdell know of any events you think may be of interest to our group and we’ll be glad to post them in the newsletter.

· Also, if anyone has any event pictures or digital video clips that they would like to have posted at our WCCC website photo gallery, please contact me at: davedowdell@corvette-challenge.com.   I can help arrange to have them posted to the gallery.

Final 2005 Season Points Standing…

Dave Dowdell    
520
Mike Villeneuve
140*

Gary Combs
380
Henry Mynatt
130*

Rochelle Dowdell
300
Mark Davis  
100*

Jim Holland
270*
Michael Glenn
100*

Phil Reese
260*
Kathy McSwain   
 90*

Al Carrington
230*
Janet Glenn

70

Jim Lane
190*
Anthony Galati
60

Bernie Longjohn
150*
Brian Cunningham
30

Javier Navarro
150*
Ronald Stark
30

Linda Reese
150*
Greg Strother
30

Jerry Malcolm  
140*
Romeo Genico
10

* Indicates those that have earned Sweet 16 trophies



WCCC Contact/Coordinator:  Dave Dowdell

davedowdell@corvette-challenge.com
(661) 723-1286

Preliminary 2006 Race Schedule  
(All dates after January 21st are preliminary and subject to confirmation…

Final schedule will be posted on the WCCC webpage as soon as dates are confirmed with the respective tracks)

January 21st
L.A. County Raceway (confirmed)
February 4th 
L.A. County Raceway *
February 25th
L.A. County Raceway

March 18th
Famoso Raceway, Bakersfield

April 8th
L.A. County Raceway *


April 22nd
L.A. County Raceway

May 6th 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway

May 21st
L.A. County Raceway

June 10th
Famoso Raceway, Bakersfield

June 24th  
L.A. County Raceway *
September 16th L.A. County Raceway

October 21st 
 L.A. County Raceway

November 4th
  L.A. County Raceway

*Current version includes three built in make-up races/rain dates for a total of 13 events for 2006.  If no events are cancelled due to rain, all events will be held and point racers will count their 10 best events towards their season points totals.  

Remember, if you choose to enter the season points competition, the one-time per season fee of $25 applies.  The WCCC registration fees shall remain at $15 per event, in addition to the regular track entry/tech card fees. 

For 2005, the track entry/tech card fees were as follows:

LACR:

$20

Las Vegas:
$30

Famoso:

$30 car/driver, $15 crew/spectators 

I will post any changes as each event approaches.
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